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I. WHY – BACKGROUND FOR THIS CALL   
 
 

1.1. RATIONALE OF THE OCTOBER 2025 CALL  
 
As every year, also in September 2025, FEPS submitted its annual grant application for 2025 – in 
response to the call by the European Parliament. The package that was delivered including the so-
called “FAP” (Framework Activity Programme 2026, as adopted by the FEPS General Assembly in June 
and fine-tuned with the endorsement of the FEPS Bureau in September 2025). 
 
The FAP 2026 remains a compass for the strategic orientation of FEPS.  
It serves as reference point when it comes FEPS’ prioritization and allocation of resources for the 
purpose of building FEPS’ 2026 Work Plan (WP).  
 
The main rationale of the present call is thus to translate our jointly identified objectives into concrete 
activities that will enter FEPS’ 2026 Work Plan (WP).   
 
FEPS’ 2026 Work Plan will consist of 4 main building blocks:  
 

1. Multiannual programmes and projects that are still ongoing (and/or have been prolonged) 
2. Annual flagship activities that FEPS and partners have run with success for years  
3. New projects elaborated with you on the basis of your proposals proposed by yourself, FEPS’ 

Members, in line with the FAP2026 
4. The activities identified by FEPS on which you are invited to collaborate on 

 
1.2. SCOPE OF THE OCTOBER 2025 CALL 

 
In line with the above-mentioned rationale, the objective of the present FEPS October 2025 Call is 3-
fold:  
 

1. To gather your new project proposals  
2. To gather your interest(s) in approved projects and programmes 
3. To gather your non-committing ideas for new project proposals 

 
The overall aim being to lay down the foundations for a qualitative, relevant and impactful 2026 
Work Plan.  
 
As it has been the case in past fall calls, the nature of submitted projects can be articulate around one 
or several of the following:  
 

1. Research and studies 
2. Outreach and public debates 
3. Capacity Building and Training 
4. Publications and Communications 
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Your submissions will be a key element of FEPS’ Work Plan 2026 drafting process which will involve 
among others:  
 
§ The present call’s outputs 
§ Exchange at the FEPS Member Foundations Meeting (29th October 2025) 
§ Evaluation of the submitted project proposals and recommendations of the Project Council 
§ Discussion within the FEPS Core Team 
§ Drafting of a Consolidated Work Plan 2026 
§ Further internal consultations and fine-tuning 
§ Presentation and decision on the Work Plan Draft Outline at FEPS’ Bureau meeting to date January 

2025 
 
In this process, the project proposals will be carefully examined, drawing on – if applicable - the 
evaluation of previous partnerships.  
 
It will also carefully examine criteria such as objectives, outputs and financial engagement, as well as 
the investment in working hours and human resources engagement required in a potential project on 
the part of FEPS.  
 
To that end, FEPS would like to encourage you to consider filing the project proposals together and 
think about potential multi-stakeholder consortia. 
 
We invite you to note that the usage of the grant from the European Parliament by FEPS is subject to 
specific regulatory provisions, one of them being that all activities funded or co-funded by FEPS must 
be genuine FEPS activities. Accordingly, FEPS is forbidden to provide grants / fund your own activities: 
all selected proposals will undergo a framing process.  
 
We therefore emphasize the need to construct your proposals while thinking about the added value 
of such a strategic partnership with and for FEPS.  
 
 

Deadline for your inputs: 
 

21.11.2025 noon CET 
 
 
A FEPS-Members meeting will be held on October 29th 2025 to provide as much guidance and 
information as possible, gather your questions and remarks and exchange on specific areas of 
cooperation.  
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II. WHAT – THEMATIC FOCUS   
 
 

2.1. FEPS’ 3 2026 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 
 
 

2.1.1. For a Stronger, Strategically Autonomous and Cooperative Europe  
 
Boosting the power and capacity of the European Union to act as an integrated Community that is 
committed to delivering on the promise of peace, sustainable development, prosperity and a new 
multilateral global deal 
 

2.1.2. For a Recovered, Resilient and Transformative Social Europe 
 
Paving the way to a new European development model by equipping it with policy instruments to fight 
inequalities and ensure wellbeing as well as social progress for all through its economic, fiscal, labour, 
care, social, gender, green and digital policies 
 

2.1.3. For a Democratic and Enlarged Europe 
 
Strengthening the Political Union through adequate institutional reforms and means, so that it can 
defend and promote democracy, as also empower and engage citizens in the new steps of the 
deliberations about the Future of Europe. 
 
 
 

2.2. THEMATIC AREAS FOR THIS CALL FOR PROJECTS 
 
 

2.2.1. EUROPE IN THE WORLD  
 
Focusing on the EU’s role in striving for peace and development in a new multipolar global order, as 
well as bilateral relations with strategic partners in diverse formats of alliances, partnerships and 
neighbourhood policies. Contributing to the development of a stronger security and defence 
dimension of the EU and a geoeconomic analysis of the new global reality.  
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Advancing in Europe's strategic autonomy and developing a new defence and security 

architecture that promotes sustainable peace and human security 
§ Asserting Europe’s role as a promoter of a rule-based multilateralism, international law and 

sustainable development 
§ Enhancing balanced EU-Africa relations 
§ Support Ukraine’s post-war inclusive reconstruction and accession process 
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2.2.2. MIGRATION 
 
Informing and sustaining a fair debate on asylum and migration, priotarising the monitoring of the 
Pact on Migration and Asylum’s implementation and the development of integration and labour 
policies that actively build social cohesion; defining the features of an efficient and humane migration 
management; developing fair and transparent relations with the countries of origin and transit; as 
well as analysing the vital link between Europe’s demographic challenges and migration dynamics. 
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Promoting a balanced and fair dialogue on migration between Africa and the European  
§ Monitoring the implementation of the Pact on migration and asylum 
§ Focusing on the social dimension of migration and integration 

 
 

2.2.3. SOCIAL EUROPE 
 
Monitoring the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights, as well as the creation of the 
EU’s Affordable Housing Plan and Anti-Poverty Strategy, ensuring the social dimension of the next 
Multiannual Financial Framework, and developing new ideas related to the concept of work and 
quality jobs as well as in the field of healthcare, wellbeing, education and provision of public services.   
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Monitoring the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights 
§ Ensuring quality public services and social investment 
§ Reviving the EU Health Union initiative 
 

2.2.4. ECONOMY AND FINANCE 
 
Designing a resilient and sustainable economic development model, to forge policy proposals towards 
a job-rich growth through a robust European industrial policy as well as the EU fiscal capacity; 
advocating fair taxation to support the innovative, fair, competitive and productive economy, and 
scaling up economic democracy. 
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Building an effective industrial policy at EU level 
§ The EU Multiannual Financial Framework on the socialist agenda 
§ Promoting economic democracy (including employee ownership) 
 

2.2.5. CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT 
 
Addressing the climate emergency and supporting the implementation of the European Green Deal, 
with a commitment to search for further equitable ways to reach ambitious climate and 
environmental goals globally, create new clean jobs and mainstream climate and ecological objectives 
in European policies. 
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With specific attention to :  
§ Adaptation to the impacts of climate change for all sectors and all people 
§ A European strategy for industrial decarbonization 
§ Development of green technologies: European and regional dimensions  
 

2.2.6. DIGITAL ECONOMY AND SOCIETY 
 
Assessing the effects of accelerated digital transformation for European societies and economies, 
exploring how AI impacts workers, how we keep our democracy healthy in times of social media and 
how Europe can create its digital model for an autonomous, progressive path towards technological 
development that supports public services. 
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Designing a roadmap for EU digital sovereignty 
§ Promoting ethics in artificial intelligence (AI) 
§ Ensuring digitalization advances sustainability  
 

2.2.7. GENDER EQUALITY 
 
Strengthening the commitment to the feminist and gender equality agenda, with a focus on 
preventing backlash, delivering substantive equality through transformative and gender 
mainstreamed policies 
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Promoting Gender Equality amid grand transformations – green, digital, labor-market related 

and demographic ones 
§ Forging global solidarity for women’s rights and combating gender-based violence 
§ Promoting Feminist Leadership for democracy 
 

2.2.8. POLITICAL EUROPE 
 
Examining the functioning of and potential for the reforms within the institutional architecture of the 
European Union, with a mission to inspire the transition to a new model of integration that will allow 
for further deepening and enlargement, as well as strategic partnerships such as the one with the UK 
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Anticipating the reform of the EU institutional architecture and strengthening the role of the 

Europarties within it 
§ Pursuing the agenda of EU enlargement and forging the Eastern Partnership for the future 
§ Defining the EU strategic partnerships and special relationships 
 

2.2.9. DEFENDING AND DEEPENING DEMOCRACY 
 
Analysing the main threats to democracy (far right politics, authoritarian tendencies, nationalism) 
inside but also outside the European Union – in order to find ways to foster participatory and 
representative democracy, with a specific focus on young people. 
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With specific attention to :  
§ Countering the Transnational Far Right Movement 
§ Understanding, reconnecting and reengaging the youth 
§ Shielding public space from disinformation and preserving pluralism 
 

2.2.10. FUTURE OF SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 
 
Evaluating the positioning of the progressive forces across the levels of governance, with a focus on 
their programmatic and strategic dilemmas, organisational difficulties and electoral appeal, governing 
capacitites as well as abilities to remain constructive opposition and to bounce back from the crises. 
 
With specific attention to :  
§ Translating progressive values to both anticipate challenges ahead and forge a new doctrine for 

the European project of the future 
§ Defining progressive alliances amid the context of the pluralist left and political fragmentation 
§ Boosting the capacity of the social democratic movement through the European exchange of 

best practices and enabling understanding of the respective national nuances 
 

2.2.11. CONSOLIDATING FEPS’ TRAINING PROGRAMME 
 
In January 2022 FEPS Bureau endorsed the FEPS Training Strategy (TS), following which moment it has 
been in the phase of implementation that saw close to 100% of accomplishment of the initial 
deliverables. The TS continues to evolve around 3 pillars, focused on: knowledge, skills and capacity 
building respectively.  
 
While the Members responded enthusiastically and especially in 2024 there has been a high demand 
to work together, FEPS believes that in order to ensure the coherence of multiple instruments and 
financial sustainability, the TS should be transformed into a FEPS Programme.  
 
Building on the existing elements, it will include:  
§ FEPS Open Progressive University 
§ FEPS Annual Autumn Academy 
§ Ones to Watch 
§ FEPS Young Academic Network 
§ FEPS and Partners Pool of Trainers 
§ FEPS and Partners Political Academies 
§ FEPS Leadership Academy 
§ FEPS Primers 
 

2.2.12. FEPS CONSULTANCY 
 
FEPS has developed a capacity to offer timely and high-quality policy consultancy to progressive 
policy makers in office or opposition at various stages of the policy process.  
 
Current and past research projects, and contributions of the extensive expert network provide a 
solid basis for FEPS to be in a position from which it can deliver sound policy advice.  
FEPS intends to continue organize ad hoc topical review meetings to help gearing it. 
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2.3. PROJECT PROPOSALS AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 
With the present invitation to respond to the “Call for projects and Call for Expression of Interest” 
FEPS offers you to join forces in discussing, developing and implementing our common FEPS Work 
Plan 2026. 
 
Responding to the repeated reminders about the limited resources and a need for greater 
coordination within the progressive family, as also the fact that we are aiming at building not just for 
a year, but plan for long, FEPS decided to maintain three submission categories proposed in 2025: 
 
1. Submission of new project proposals 
2. Expressions of interest in approved projects, programmes or flagships 
3. Submission of non-committing ideas   
 
Across these 3 categories, we encourage you to partner with other Members, since it allows: 
 
§ A sharper design of the project in order to more precisely meet the objectives of the different 

foundations involved;  
§ Scaling up of the ambitions and impact of the project activities;  
§ A possibility to ensure a truly European dimension and outreach; 
§ Enlarge the network of experts, allowing more of the academics and politicians from the 

national and regional level to take part in the European debate; 
§ Better sharing of the financial implications, as co-financing needs can be split among participating 

members.  
 
Please kindly note that submissions within the categories 1-2 will all be evaluated alongside the same 
timeline with the final recommendations as per include / adjust / not include being part of the selection 
procedure outlined below (cf. chapter III).   
 
Submission within the Category 3 will be treated separately – with the FEPS Director and FEPS Policy 
Analyst in charge of the related field initiating a contact and brainstorming meeting as the first step in 
response.  
 
 

2.3.1. Category 1: Submission of New Project Proposals 
 
Willing to apply with a project proposals within this category?  
Please fill in the corresponding form online, specifying: 
 
§ Project title and objectives (including what political process the outcomes of your proposed 

project endeavors to influence) 
§ Project consortium (if you wish to partner with more Members and not only bilaterally with FEPS) 
§ Information about the methodology, timeline, activities, outputs 
§ Detailed information regarding the budgetary implications 
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2.3.2. Category 2: Expressions of Interest in Approved Projects / Programmes / Flagships  
 
Willing to engage within this category?  
Please fill in the corresponding fiche online, specifying: 
 
§ Reference to which approved project / programme / flagship you would like to contribute 
§ Explanation of what you would like to contribute with  
§ Information about the methodology, timeline, activities, outputs 
§ Information regarding budgetary implications 
 
 

1 Call to Europe / spring and 
autumn 2026  
Thematic Field:  
Political Europe 
 

At its origin, The Call to Europe conference (www.calltoeurope.eu) was designed to 
be a public event held in Brussels.  
Through reflection, the concept was developed: the ambition remains to use the 
brand for organising high-level conferences not only in Brussels, but also in the 
countries holding the Presidency of the EU.  
In 2026, FEPS is hoping to hold the events of this series in Cyprus and Ireland 
respectively. 
 

2 Policy Conference 
Thematic fields:  
Social Europe  
Economy and Finance  
(Others possible) 
 

At the beginning of  Fall, FEPS is annually organising a Policy Conference.  
It serves as a space for a review of the EU policy aganda and an open door debate for 
the politicians, trade unions, civil society experts and academics.  
The event endeavors to constitute an opportunity to promote FEPS’ work on the 
leading questions pertaining the future of the Union.  
 

3 UNited for 
Thematic fields:  
Europe in the World 
Climate and Environment 
 

The “UNited for” initiative rests upon an  agreement with, and personal commitment 
of UN Secretary-General António Guterres made to FEPS on May 4th 2017. 
It comprises of an annual international conference, organised in New York, on the 
fringe of the UN General Assembly.  
The intention is to continue making the most effective use of the FEPS ECOSOC 
consultative status.  
In 2026 FEPS, in accordance to the annual theme defined for UNGA, “UNited for” will 
focus on sustainability, climate change and natural restoration.   
 

4 12th Oxford Symposium 
Thematic fields:  
Future of Social Democracy 
Next Left 
 

The Oxford Symposium gathers for 2 days leading politicians and senior academics 
from across the EU and the UK, to jointly deliberate on the most pertinent questions 
regarding the future of social democracy and the continent.  
Each of the editions has been devoted to a specific focus, resulting in a publication. 
There is a great anticipation on the 12th edition, which will be taking place within a 
year time from the present call since the EU – UK relations entered in a new era in 
May 2025.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.calltoeurope.eu/
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5 FEPS Digital Programme 
Thematic fields:  
Digital Economy and Society 
 

Since 2023, FESP has been successfully conducting a programme in cooperation, 
particularly with partnering organisations from the north. A new edition of FEPS’ 
digital programme was launched for 2025-2026. 
While the repository of the ideas (in a form of publications, podcasts and meeting 
reports) remain rich, there is a strong belief that beyond the work on legislative 
pieces such as Digital Services Act and Digital Market Act (of which full 
implementation is of a strategic importance in the contemporary reality), FEPS will 
also strive to popularise the debate on the state and future of digital capitalism, as 
well as on the AI Development Act.  
Herewith, it raises awareness and boosts the movement’s capacity to further frame 
and lead that process. Buimlding a better popular understanding and hence support 
for the ideas connected with the new European industrial model, the need to defend 
the European digital sovereignty and think ahead about building own EU-regulated 
platforms is a central objective thereof. 
 

6 FEPS Climate Programme 
Thematic field:  
Climate and Environment 
 

The FEPS – FES Climate programme has grown to be stable, prolific and multifaceted. 
Here, the focal points for 2026 will include the already mentioned implementation of 
the Clean Industrial Deal,  regional just transitions, Clean Trade and Investment 
Partnerships, and international climate negotiations.  
Filling an important gap, new research will be developed in the context of the 
upcoming  European Climate Adaptation Plan.   
The issue of the just transition in the context of the Western Balkans and their 
accession shall also receive special attention.  
Last but not least, what shall be considered as an important addition, is the set of 
issues that connect the fight against climate change with the questions about the 
future of agriculture, food security and the agenda for restoration. 
 

7 Training Programme 
Thematic fields:  
Training 
 

In January 2022 FEPS Bureau endorsed the FEPS Training Strategy, following which 
moment it has been entering the phase of implementation.  
If FEPS’ Training Strategy continues to evolve around 3 pillars, focused on: 
knowledge, skills and capacity building respectively, it remains articulated around a 
series of individual building blocks which aggregation and rearticulation in the form 
of single consistent Training Programme is FEPS’ aim.  
 

8 Visiting Fellowship 
Programme 
Thematic fields: 
Training 
 

FEPS is committed to reinforcing its linkages with academia in order to provide 
valuable policy research and analysis that can instruct and inspire progressive policy-
making.  
In 2021, FEPS launched a new Visiting Fellowship Programme to give the opportunity 
to PhD candidates and Post-Docs, as also the established researchers and 
experienced stakeholders to contribute to the strategic priorities outlined in the 
present Framework Activity Programme.  
The Visiting Fellows work on a research plan that fits with FEPS priorities and projects 
and will be carried out under the supervision of the Secretary General, in 
collaboration with the relevant FEPS Director and Policy Analysts.  
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2.3.3. Category 3: Submission of non-committing ideas   
 
This category allows you to submit initial ideas that you would like to see FEPS develop.  
Should a project result from debating it, entering into a partnership could be envisaged.  
As a consequence, the submission of a non-committing idea doesn’t require specifying the list of 
stakeholders - partners, implementation plan, agenda, means etc.  
It however requires the following information: 
 
§ The thematic field your idea would fall under  
§ A working title that refers to your idea 
§ A short description of your idea and the angle that FEPS should consider 
§ A short description of what would be an added value and how this corresponds to one or several 

of the 3 annual priorities 
§ Suggestion as per what could be the next steps to act on this idea entail 
 
 

III. HOW – THE CALL IN PRACTICE 
 

3.1. 3 WAYS TO ENGAGE 
 
In accordance to the section 2.3, there are 3 categories for you to consider when planning to engage 
with FEPS within its Work Plan 2026:  
 
1. Submitting New Project Proposals 
2. Expressing Interest in Approved Projects & Programmes 
3. Submitting non-committing ideas 
 

You wish to  engage? 
 

Please submit your proposals / expressions of interest / non-committing ideas VIA THE PLATFORM: 
https://submission-platform.feps-europe.eu/ 
(online from 10.10.2025 17:00 CET onwards) 

 
Through this platform, you can introduce the details of a concrete project proposal.  
 
The more details are submitted – the greater chances are for FEPS to act as an enabler constructing a 
consortium of Members with corresponding or converging interests, who could gear a potential 
project jointly.  
 
The procedure of submitting shall be repeated for the submission of more than one project.  
There is no cap per Member Foundation when it comes to the number of projects that you are 
allowed to submit for consideration.  
 
NB: Before submitting one or several project proposals, you must submit basic administrative 
information via the “organization form” (i.e. Form I).  
 
If you have already filled out this form in the context of previous calls, please double-check the 
available data and confirm. If not, please complete it.  

https://submission-platform.feps-europe.eu/
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3.2. PROJECT PROPOSALS’ ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 
Priority will be given to projects aligned to the 2026 FAP in line with the type of activities and areas of 
interest identified in this call.   
 
FEPS will carry out an assessment of the submitted proposals based on three quality criteria:  
 
1. Output Value: the potential of the project to impact public debate and the political process or its 

educational potential; 
2. Input Value: the quality of the proposed methods in terms of scientific relevance and excellence 

of the actors involved  
3. Value for Money: budgetary and human resources aspects and COMMs context  
 

 
Furthermore, during the project approval phase, with the intention to promote cross-network 
collaborations as well as sustainability, relevance, and impact of 2025 activities, FEPS will favor:  
 
§ Projects that are submitted jointly by two of more Member foundations 
§ Projects that promote innovation instead of repetition of pre-existing endeavors 
§ Projects that deliver materials proving useful for political debates 
§ Projects that contribute purposefully disseminating research produced in 2023 
§ Projects that bear the potential of delivering materials which can be used for training purposes 
§ Projects that bear the potential of engaging with new and/or specific audiences 
 
Besides quality and joint work, FEPS shall take into consideration: i) the allocation of budget per 
foundation and per country, with no specific annual targets but with the clear goal of providing a 
balanced approach to FEPS financial commitments; ii) the allocation of budget per thematic block and 
strategic priority, following an operative target that can ensure the link between political priorities 
and operations.  
 

3.3. SELECTION PROCEDURE AND THE WAY FORWARD 
 
§ Deadline for submissions: 21.11.2025 

 
§ Information about results of the call: 19.12.2025 

 
 
At this occasion, FEPS will clarify whether the submitted project has been:  
 
ð Accepted – so that you can start defining a collaboration agreement with the FEPS team member 

in charge of the project. 
 

ð Accepted with conditions – which can pertain to the budget, to the content or the format of the 
project and requires further adaptation including the potential clustering with other similar 
initiatives and the creation of a consortium of foundations.  

 
ð Declined – a short written explanation will be provided. 
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The official communication will specify the member of FEPS team that will follow up on the 
implementation of the project.  
 
If the latter is approved directly or conditionally, the (Senior) Policy Analyst in charge, with the support 
of the respective supervisor, interacts with the project promoters to work on the development of the 
project, towards the satisfaction of the conditions or towards building up a cluster of foundations 
around the project idea.  
 
When the project proposals have been evaluated, a 2026 Work Plan outline will be compiled and 
submitted to the attention of FEPS’ Bureau at the occasion of its meeting scheduled January 2026.  
 

3.4. GENERAL RULES APPLYING TO THIS CALL 
 

3.4.1. Project Proposals’ Promotors 
 
§ Only FEPS Full and Observer Members can propose project proposals.  

 
§ Organisations other than Member foundations can feature as partners of the submitted project, 

but collaborations with corporations cannot be part of this call 
 

§ If two or more Member foundations wish to cooperate on a joint project, just one submission is 
necessary with the indication of the project manager in charge for all the organisations involved.  

 
3.4.2. Project Proposals’ Descriptions 

 
§ Projects will be first and foremost assessed on the basis of the submitted form. Project promoters 

can annex as many documents as deemed adequate, but these will be considered complementary 
information. Accordingly, once submitting a project proposal, please provide as many information 
as possible. It is essential that it contains a rather clear identification of:  
 

o The objectives of the project proposed 
o The type of outputs foreseen (events, publications, videos, etc.)  
o The parties involved (other organisations, stakeholders, policymakers, etc.) 
o The provisional budgetary requirements with an indication of the share that project 

promoters can cover (in light of increased budgetary pressure, please note that the 
proposed contribution in cash to FEPS’ budget will play a role in the assessment process) 

 
§ Among the project deliverables that can be included in the project proposals: policy briefs, policy 

studies, research, books, training, consultancy, online events, publications, videos, podcasts, 
infographics, surveys, online public debates. 

 
§ Multiannual projects can be considered, accompanied by an indication of annual budgetary needs.  

 
§ Projects accepted with conditions (see paragraph on the “Selection Procedure”) remain valid for a 

period of two months, after which FEPS reserves the right to prioritize other submitted projects.  
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3.4.3. Regulatory impositions 
 
§ As all EUropean Political Foundations (EUPFs), FEPS cannot use its budget for any other purpose 

than for financing its tasks as enshrined in Article 2 of EU Regulation 1141/2014. These are 
essentially threefold: (1) observe, analyse and contribute to the debate on European public policy 
issues and on the process of European integration, (2) develop activities linked to the European 
public policy issues between relevant stakeholders, (3) serve as a framework for national political 
foundations, academics and other relevant actors to work together at European level.  
 
FEPS is strictly forbidden to FEPS is forbidden to transfer funds in the form of grants to its Members 
Beyond, FEPS is responsible and held accountable for the respect of related regulatory provisions 
by its Members.  
 

o All FEPS (co-)funded) activities must be genuine FEPS activities, primarily owned by FEPS, 
clearly primarily branded FEPS.  

o They must include a reference to funding received from the European Parliament 
(including logo) as well as – in case of publications and events – a legal disclaimer 
discharging the European Parliament for responsibility on views expressed.  
 

o FEPS will proceed with thorough and practive ex-ante assessment of risks and factor in 
past practices in its assessment of submitted projects 

o FEPS will proactively monitor implementation and check communications  
o FEPS has developed guidelines, tools and templates to ease up the process and will 

develop further ones. Related documents are accessible on the Members’ Area of FEPS’ 
website 
 

o In the specific case of recurring larger scale events, FEPS will prefer the format of “FEPS 
fringe events” embedded in the broader pre-existing programmes. In such a framework, 
only costs clearly and undoubtedly related to the FEPS fringe events are eligible  

 
§ FEPS is strictly forbidden to fund directly other foundations (including its Members). Accordingly: 

the following expenditures are not eligible in the framework of FEPS’ (co-)funded projects:  
 

o Partners’ staff costs (staff being understood as individuals who are benefitting from a 
working contract with the partner involved and who are on the payroll of said partner) 

o Overheads (e.g. standing infrastructure costs such office rental contract, phone, 
electricity, water, non-project specific website/s’ costs, etc.) 

o Differences in exchange rates (e.g. the exchange rate to be applied is the one valid on the 
day the invoices were generated) 

 
§ FEPS is strictly forbidden to fund directly or indirectly parties, candidates or campaigns. This is a 

permanently valid rule which applies at any point in time, not only in the framework of European 
elections. Accordingly:  
 

o FEPS cannot fund projects which aim at promoting candidates or campaigns 
o FEPS cannot fund campaign related polling 
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§ FEPS is responsible and held accountable for the respect of regulatory provisions pertaining to 
potential conflict of interest as defined in EU Financial Regulation 2018/1046, article 61. 
Accordingly:  
 

o FEPS will proceed with thorough and practive ex-ante assessment of potential conflicts of 
interest throughout project proposals  

o Specific attention will be given to operational setups involving service providers 
(individuals or companies) which are linked to FEPS’ Members and reserves the right to 
reject a proposal involving an objective related risk 

 
 

3.4.4. Expressions of interest 
 
§ Expressions of interest do not commit Member Foundations to any specific budgetary 

commitment; FEPS Team will discuss project design and budget with project partner and if the 
interest persists a financial negotiation will follow 

 
 

3.5. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 
FEPS staff remains available to respond to questions that Member Foundations might have concerning 
the objectives of this call, the submission and evaluation process.  
 
Should face technical with the platform, please contact: projects.support@feps-europe.eu 
 
Additional information and questions can be requested and addressed to FEPS Director of Operations 
Johan Robberecht at: johan.robberecht@feps-europe.eu 
 
 
 
 

mailto:johan.robberecht@feps-europe.eu

